Shredded alfalfa was available continuously to both lots and both had access to outside yards. There was practically no difference in the average egg production whether the oats were fed dry or sprouted.
SPROUTED OATS EXPERIMENT (Winter 1913-14) In this experiment five lots of fowls were employed, each lot consisting of twenty single-comb White Leghorn pullets. These were placed in small colony houses 9 feet wide by 18 feet long. Each lot of fowls was allowed the use of a run containing about 1500 square feet but, as the experiment began November 1, practically no green stuff was growing in these runs during the course of the experiment.
The fowls were fed the same basic ration. In addition to this, Pen 5 received sprouted oats. Pen 6 received oat sprouts, the sprouts being cut from oats when about one and one-half to two inches long. Pen 7 received steamed alfalfa. This alfalfa was fed every morning being mixed with a moistened mash. Shredded alfalfa was used for this purpose and it was prepared by placing it in a pail and pouring boiling water over it and allowing it to stand over night. Pen 8 was fed dry shredded alfalfa in a hopper, but as the pullets did not relish this very little was consumed and this pen was, therefore, practically a check pen. Pen 9 received no green stuff of any sort.
All pens were fed a moistened mash every morning consisting of a mixture of bran, corn meal gluten, middlings, meat scrap, and oil meal, and in the evening a mixture of corn and oats was scattered in the litter which covered the floors of the poultry houses. 
HATCHING THE EGGS
From the eggs laid in May four hatches were made. To overcome any possible differences among the males in the six pens these were changed from one pen to another in regular rotation so that each of the six males was mated with the females in each pen once every two days. Table 6 shows the results of the four hatches. 
WEIGHT OF FOWLS
The fowls were weighed individually at the beginning of the experiment, and at the end of each calendar month thereafter. Table 9 shows the weight of the 15 pullets in each lot from month to month. 
HATCHING THE EGGS
Beginning on March 12 the eggs from all pens were incubated in Cyphers incubators. To avoid any differences in fertility due to possible differences in the vigor of the males these were changed svstematicallv from one pen to another each day so that each of the eight males was mated to each pen of fowls once every eight days. 
